OUR HOSTS IN HAITI

Mark and Lacey Stockeland
Haiti Bible Mission

For 10 years (of their 15-year marriage), Mark and Lacey Stockeland have called Haiti their home.
Making Jesus-loving disciples is their passion. The fruit of their labor is abundant.
It was a privilege to spend time with them, not only because they are gracious hosts, but
because they present an opportunity to walk in the steps of someone who truly understands
Jesus' instruction to go into all the world and MAKE DISCIPLES (Matthew 28:19-20).
Disciples of Christ don't randomly happen along the way. It is an intentional work, a willful
laying aside of one's self for the sake of others; a concept not popular today in our often entitled
and big-numbers-based society.
Mark and Lacey, we will not forget our time with you. You taught us well, and we count it an
honor to walk along the way together.
Your friends, Dr. Patricia Webster, Britni Durham and Debbie Click
Click Family Foundation, Inc.

The sign above is prominently displayed in Haiti Bible Mission’s general meeting area.

"We long to see Jesus become famous".
How different would this world be if these words represented our own personal goal?
To say Mark and Lacey were not what we expected is an understatement.
We have no doubt but what their one-on-one approach to ministry will breathe life into a
great many more dry and weary souls.

REASON FOR THE TRIP
Using World Health Organization measuring standards, our goal was to identify the
malnutrition level in the children of Te Wouj.
Malnutrition goes hand in hand with low hemoglobin values (anemia), heavy parasite
loads, lack of clean drinking water and improper (or lack of) sanitation practices in a
village.
Addressing malnutrition requires more than simply increasing the local food supply.
The trip to Te Wouj is not for the faint of heart as the village is inaccessible by vehicle.
The first leg of the journey requires a rocky descent to a wet river bed.

If the rain has not been too heavy and
depending on your personal height, the
river runs mid-calf to mid-thigh.
Whereas the locals simply step from shore
to water and march across, us "newbies"
(not wanting to spend the day in wet socks
and tennis shoes) stop to change into our
Amazon.com, delivered-to-our-door “water
shoes".
Truth be told, after foot fumbling through
the river, I had a brain-wacking moment as
we sat down to change from wet "water
shoes" to dry socks and tennies.
The villagers we were on the way to serve
have no clean-water supply. They drink
from the river we just crossed. They have
no electricity, no public sewer system (you
can imagine what that means) and here we
sit... worried about the state of our socks.
Next - the uphill climb to the school.

The picture above is the beautiful school Haiti Bible Mission
built and funds for the children of Te Wouj.

By grade level, they lined up to see Dr. Pat.

STEP ONE: Gather
identifying
information (child’s
name, parent or
guardian info,
gender, age and date
of birth).

STEP TWO: Measure
heigth and weight.

Using a HemoCue 801 hemoglobin analyzer, Dr. Pat (with the help of Kim Dills, RN) secured
blood samples and recorded hemoglobin values.

Only one little boy cried. The children were all so brave!

They loved the pretty colored bandaids, balloons and candy.

Preliminary data suggested a malnutrition level four times higher than the average
population (according to World Health Organization measuring criteria).
Nearly half the children registered below-normal hemoglobin levels while other children
exhibited "stunting" (impaired growth and development from longstanding insufficient
nutrition).
Look at these sweet faces!

Follow us at ClickFamilyFoundation.org to see how the project develops.
Or better yet... walk along side! Pray. Get involved. Volunteer. We’d love for you to join us!

SECURITY IN HAITI
Due to ongoing political unrest, the U.S. State Department has classified Haiti at a level 4
travel advisory (do not travel).
Because of this, many mission and aid organizations in Haiti have cancelled teams this
year.
Haiti BibleMission (HBM) is not one of these organizations. This is in large part because
HBM is located in Jeremie, Haiti, which is a substantial distance from the capital city of
Port au Prince.
HBM’s security staff is stellar. Look at this group... Who wouldn’t feel safe with these
guys!
Truth be told, the gorgeous girl in the photo is Isabella, Mark Stockeland’s cousin. She
isn’t part of the security team. She just looked so cool, we couldn’t help but include her in
the photo!

MISSION AVIATION FELLOWSHIP

Because of Haiti Bible Mission’s remote location in Jeremie, Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF)
planes are the only air transport option.
It is quite a treat to be a passenger in one of these small planes! The view is gorgeous, and the
flight is only 45 minutes (compared to a 10-hour bus ride across country).

HAITI BIBLE MISSION (excerpt from HaitiBibleMission.org)
Based in Jeremie, Haiti (120 miles west of Port-au-Prince), our ministry encompasses leadership
development, church planting and educational support, as well as a constant pursuance of justice
for the oppressed and the overlooked. Our approach is highly relational and focuses on the most
isolated and poverty-stricken parts of western Haiti.

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
Our leadership development program seeks out indigenous men and women who have leadership
qualities and a heart to change their country, regardless of their background or education.
Whether for ministry or their respective vocation, we come alongside and help develop them to
become the best leaders they can be. Through this training, we empower them to create lasting
change in their community and to take care of their country as only a native Haitian can do.

DISCIPLESHIP
We train native pastors and staff through Biblical seminars and our leadership program to share
the Word of God and teach leadership principles. By training these men and women to be
Christian leaders in their communities, we empower them to create lasting change in their
churches, workplace, and neighborhood to help their country as only they can.

LOCAL CHURCH INVOLVEMENT
Haiti Bible Mission currently has four church plants both in and around the city of Jeremie. Our
heart is to plant churches where there is a need and a pastor who is on fire for Christ and able to
lead their flock and foster healthy growth and outreach within each church. This is an effective
way to reach many people in the community with the hope of Christ, while using indigenous
pastors from their own communities to teach, identify and meet needs and care for those around
them.

EDUCATION
Education is very important to not only give young students knowledge to succeed in a future
workplace, but also give them principles to live their lives for Christ and love others. Our
elementary school ranges from preschool through sixth grade, impacting over 160 students and
75 families in the rural community of Te Wouj. These young ones who are getting their minds and
bellies filled each day are also becoming equipped to be the leaders of the future. We are excited
to have a hand in preparing them for what God has in store. We also know how important it is for
our staff to continue their education and pursue their passions, which is why we assist in helping
them achieve their educational goals as well.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Haiti Bible Mission is dedicated to helping the people of Haiti through discipling emerging
leaders, local churches, and educating future leaders of this country. We enjoy seeing our staff
catch fire for God and use their gifts for outreach, whether assisting the sick or teaching sports
clinics with a focus on prayer and excellence. This relational, grassroots ministry is supported by
both individuals and churches throughout the United States who freely provide prayers, financial
support, and mission teams of all ages.

Haiti Bible Mission at work in the local community.
Engaging teams in HBM’s zone iniative program.

This is an area of Jeremie in which Haiti Bible Mission is
working hard to build relationships with those in the
community.

Blessing the people by sharing snacks, water and prayer.

HAITI’S BEACHES ARE EXQUISITE!

A trip to the beach is the perfect retreat after a hot day in the Haiti sun.

JEREMIE, HAITI IS GORGEOUS!
Haiti Bible Mission is located in Jeremie, a coastal town on the northwest tip of Haiti's southern
peninsula off the Gulf of Gonave.
Population is thought to be just under 100,000. Jeremie is known for its abundance of coffee,
cacao, sugarcane and mangoes.
A highlight of our recent trip was the unexpected and thunderous dropping of mangoes on the
metal roof!

WHAT TO EXPECT IN HAITI
There is no Walgreens LOL!
Bring everything you need, and only bring the basics. Air conditioning is rare. Always carry a
water bottle and (unless told otherwise) only drink bottled water.
Know and accept that you will eat a LOT of carbs.
Haitians are kind, respectful and hard working. Unemployment is 85+%. Do not mistake lack of
opportunity for lack of desire to work.
Learn some Haitian Creole before arriving. Be gracious. You are a visitor in someone else’s
country. Respect their culture.
Unless you’d enjoy someone coming down your street and taking pictures of your children,
please do not take pictures of someone else’s children. Just because you are in Haiti doesn’t
mean moms and dads are any less protective of their children. Ask before taking a photo.
Poverty is rampant in Haiti. This does not mean Haitians deserve less respect that we would
show our neighbors in the U.S. Be polite.
Do not give anyone anything. Not even a stick of gum or a piece of candy. Giving a child a gift
can put the child in harm’s way. We, who have so much in the U.S., cannot imagine a life of
nothing or the desperateness that comes from such a situation.
Haiti has two seasons; HOT and HOTTER. Expect to sweat. Ladies... there is no makeup on the
face of this planet that will stay on your face in Haiti. Bring sunscreen and a hat. Gentleman...
you may not have a “natural odor problem” back home. Haiti is not like back home. Don’t forget
the deodorant. Yes, this probably IS more info than you’d like to hear.
Slow down. The pace is not what it is in the U.S. Take time to get to know those with whom you
serve. Put away the phones. Most likely they will not work in Haiti anyway. Talk (and listen) to
the people with whom you share a meal.
If you know no other Haitian Creole, learn to say “thank you”. In Creole, the word sounds like
our English word “messy”. If someone does something nice for you, holler “MESSY” at them.
They’ll know what you mean.
When you go back hom, Haiti will be the same as before you came. No one in one week will
make a difference here.
The only change that will happen will be in your heart. So open your eyes. See the need.
Understand that the problems of Haiti are highly complex. Let your time here make YOU the
better person. Learn to care. Allow yourself to feel the sadness.
Be energized by the thought that perhaps YOU will be the one out of many hundreds of
thousands of visitors per year who actually do come back. Not for a week; not for a month, but
perhaps you will be willing to invest a small portion of your life and your skills to truly make a
difference for the future of Haiti’s people.
God bless!

For more information about the projects referenced here, please contact:
NEED CONTACT EMAIL FOR HBM
or
DebbieClick@ClickFamilyFoundation.org
Thank you!

